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On a Guatemalan Lake, Luxury Meets Tradition

On spectacular Atitlan, boating from fancy hotels to wllages that honor ancient gods

By NicHoLAS CASEY
Santa Cataring, Guatemala TRIP PLANNER
HE ENGLISH WRITER AL How to get there: Nonstop
Dous HuxLeY once flights from Chicago, Los An-
. called Guatemala's geles and Houston depart
Lake Atitlén, deep in daily to Guatemala Gity. From

the airport, private shuttles
run door-to-door service to
Jake hotels. Many hotels have
helipads onsite

the Mayan highlands
and surrounded by three volca-
noes, “the most beautiful lake
in the world” Then came Gua-
temala’s bloody civil war. Thou-
sands died—many on the lake’s
shores—and by the war’s end
36 yearslater {11996 the vis-
tors were nearly goi

114 taken yearefor Aftln to
rebuild what once made it the
talk of travelers. Now the high-
altitude lake is emerging as an
offbeat destination for luxury
tourists—a quiet oasis in a
country known mostly for

it with a backpack. It

also offers something typical
posh destinations don't: the
chance to rub elbows with a na-
tive culture of the highlands
Maya, as much of a draw as the
dramatic setting.

‘When to go: August and Sep-
tember, when the rainy season
often takes a break,is a good
time to erjoy the region with-, |
out the crowds. High season
uns December to March. Book
well in advance.

Where to stay: The nine-
room Casa Palopé in Santa
Catarina, In a converted villa
perched above the [ake,
offers some of the best
accommodations (wywwcasa-
palopocom; +502 7762:2270;
rooms $140 to

lan.com; +502 7823-2529;

Rool ms 3225 to sm,Lc
Hot:

ona iermer coffee wam
tion, has 60 rooms (wwwho-
telatitlancom; +502 7762
1441; Rooms $120 to $150).
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